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Latin-Spanish correspondences showing selected sound changes 

(In Latin alphabetical order within each cell). Square brackets enclose IPA symbols. 
Note that most Spanish nouns are derived from the Latin accusative singular form. 

 
Change Latin Spanish meaning 

au > o audire 
autumnum 
paucum 
pauperem 

oír 
otoño 
poco 
pobre 

to hear 
autumn 
few/little 
poor 

b > ∅ between vowels dubitare 
habet ibi 
habeo 

dudar 
hay 
he 

waver/doubt 
there is 
I have 

c [k] > [θ/s] before e/i centum 
cinctum 
decem 
felicem 
quinque 
facit 

cien(to) 
cinto 
diez 
feliz 
cinco 
hace 

hundred 
belt 
ten 
happy 
five 
does/makes 

d > ∅ between vowels audire 
cadere 
comedere 
hodie 
videre 

oír 
caer 
comer 
hoy 
ver 

to hear 
to fall 
to eat 
today 
to see 

final e > ∅ after single 
consonants 

bene 
dare 
facere 
mare 
rete 
venire 

bien 
dar 
hacer 
mar 
red 
venir 

well [adv.] 
to give 
to make/do 
sea 
net 
to come 

[ɛ] > ie caelum 
certum 
decem 
serram 
tenet 

cielo 
cierto 
diez 
sierra 
tiene 

heaven/sky 
certain 
ten 
a saw 
holds/has 
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initial f > ∅  fabulari 
farinam 
furnum 

hablar 
harina 
horno 

talk/speak 
flour 
oven 

g(i) > [j] y legendam 
plag(i)am 

leyenda 
playa 

legend 
region/beach 

g > ∅ between vowels quadraginta 
reginam 
viginti 

cuarenta 
reina 
veinte 

forty 
queen 
twenty 

[k] > [ɣ] g between vowels aquam 
amicum 
dicat 
facio 
formicam 
localem 

agua 
amigo 
diga 
hago 
hormiga 
lugar 

water 
friend 
may s/he / you (formal) 
say 
I do/make 
ant 
local/place 

[kk] > [k] between vowels peccatum 
siccum 

pecado 
seco 

sin 
dry 

[kʷ] > [k] numquam 
quasi 
quem 
quintum 
quomodo 

nunca 
casi 
quién [k] 
quinto 
[k] 
cómo 

never 
as if/almost 
who? 
fifth 
how? 

mn, nn > ñ annum 
autumnum 
damnum 
somnum 

año 
otoño 
daño 
sueño 

year 
autumn 
damage 
sleep 

[ɔ] > ue constat 
corpus 
focum 
novem 
ovum 

cuesta 
cuerpo 
fuego 
nueve 
huevo 

costs 
body 
fireplace/fire 
nine 
egg 

p > [β] b between vowels apertum 
pauperem 
sapit 
scopam 
super 

abierto 
pobre 
sabe 
escoba 
sobre 

open 
poor 
is wise/knows 
broom 
over 
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pp > p between vowels apparescere 
suppurare 

aparecer 
supurar 

appear 
fester/ooze 

t > [ð] d between vowels civitatem 
dubitare 
potest 
rete 
salutem 

ciudad 
dudar 
puede 
red 
salud 

state/city 
waver/doubt 
can 
net 
health 

tt > t between vowels attentionem 
attinere 

atención 
atener 

attention 
keep/maintain 

loss of final consonant ad 
et 
nec 
regem 
venit 

a 
y/e 
ni 
rey 
viene 

to 
and 
and not/nor 
king 
comes 

cluster simplification clamare 
exemplum 
[ks] 
ipsam 
multos 
octo 
plorare 
septem 
signa 
sunt 

llamar 
ejemplo 
esa 
muchos 
ocho 
llorar 
siete 
seña 
son 

call 
example 
very same/that one [f.] 
many 
eight 
cry 
seven 
sign 
they are 

vowel added before initial 
cluster 

scopam 
speculum 
sphaeram 
stare 

escoba 
espejo 
esfera 
estar 

broom 
mirror 
sphere 
to stand/be in a place 

 
 


